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captains, lieutenants and sergeants and corporals. In-
stead of drafting and filling up with privates, one half
of the officers are to be discharged, and the privates
squeezed into battalions. If the worst enemy of the
United States were to devise a plan to break down our
army, a better one could not be attempted. Two years
have been spent in educating colonels, captains, ser-
geants and corporals, and now they are to be driven out
of service at the very beginning of the campaign in
order that governors may have a due proportion of
officers for the drafted men. I do regard this as one of
the fatal mistakes of this war. It is worse than a defeat.
It is the absolute giving up of the chief advantage of
two years' work. I don't know if you understand it,
but believe you do. The order is positive and must be
executed. It is now too late to help it, but I have post-
poned its execution for a few days to see if Grant won't
suspend its operation till this move is made. All the
old politician colonels have been weeded out by the
progress of the war, and now that we begin to have some
officers who do know something they must be discharged
because the regiments have dwindled below one half
the legal standard. We all know the President was
empowered to do this, but took it for granted that he
would fill up the ranks by a draft and leave us the ser-
vices of the men who are now ready to drill and instruct
them as soldiers. Last fall the same thing was done,
that is new regiments were received instead of filling up
the old ones, and the consequence was those new regi-
ments have filled our hospitals and depots, and now
again the same thing is to be repeated. It may be the 'llu*ttiMA i*
